 THERAPY DOGS INTERNATIONAL EVALUATION 

READ THIS THOROUGHLY!

THEN CONTACT ME FOR AN APPOINTMENT!

YOU NEED TO BRING:  proof of rabies (certificate or tag) and  proof of vaccinations, dog license, grooming tool (brush/comb/mitt),  and fee to evaluator, 6’ leash, buckle/snap collar (no prongs/head halters) or a harness and a healthy dog that is CLEAN and neat in appearance. 

Dog must be at least 1 year of age for TDI evaluation & on Flat Buckle/Snap collar or regular harness (no training harnesses) only!  No exceptions.

           PAYMENT MUST BE CASH, NO CHECKS.

All evaluation fees are to be collected PRIOR to evaluation.  

As of 4/1/18 TDI is $30.   The Canine Good Citizen is now a SEPARATE evaluation..

This is PER HANDLER and dog.

NOTE: - IF same handler is tested with 1 dog the TDI membership (insurance) fee is $45, each additional dog with THAT handler is on +$10 more per year.  This membership/insurance fee is mailed to TDI with the other papers I supply you once your dog has passed an evaluation.
IF two handlers are tested with the SAME dog, EACH handler pays separate insurance/membership to TDI and each handler must fill out a separate blue dot TDI application (we supply at testing).  All insurance/membership is renewed in December for the following year through the mail.  Insurance/Membership is from Jan 1 – Dec 31 of each year.

TDI will register a deaf dog – they will be approached from behind for petting and cannot react in a negative way.

TDI will not register any dog that has bitten a human being.

TDI will not register potential applicants who have their dogs registered with any type of   

     Therapy Dog related program, group or organization other than TDI.

TDI will not test or register service dogs.

TDI does not require evaluators to test potential dog/handler teams who behave or 

     present themselves in an unruly or unprofessional manner.

DURING THE TEST:  loose leash on all exercises, no food, elimination (bathroom) is a failure, no leash corrections, you may repeat verbal commands and talk to your dog in a friendly tone.    No treats!

The dog is not permitted to jump on ANYONE/DOG/ANYTHING.

Handler must demonstrate total control of dog in a very humane way.

You must supply the 6’ leash.  No longer, no shorter, no retractable leashes.

Absolutely no eliminating during the evaluation even if test is outdoors.

You may only touch your dog when the evaluator says, “exercise finished”.

If the evaluator observes your dog, at anytime before or during the evaluation, growling, snapping, biting, attacking or any attempts to attack another person or dog you will be dismissed from the testing area and no refund will be given.  If such an observation is after you and your dog pass, then you will be reported to AKC and/or TDI by the evaluator.  Remember once you arrive on site the evaluator is observing everything.

!!!!!NO nose to nose dog contact, or nose to any other part dog contact during the evaluation.

This is a great place to use your “annh” or “leave it” command.

***You have only two opportunities to try each exercise in order to PASS this evaluation.

Please be sure your dog is trained and really ready for this evaluation.

Absolutely no bitches in season permitted anywhere near the evaluation.

You must wait at least 21 days after your female started her season to be evaluated.

Be sure to bathe her very good before you arrive.

If your dog is on an antibiotic or other medication it should NOT be evaluated.

Wait until the medication is finished at least by a week.

THE TEST:

1. RECEPTION DESK SIMULATION:  Dog/handler teams are lined up to be checked in simulating a visit.  Evaluator will go down the line of registrants and greet each new arrival including dog.  At the same time the collars must be checked, as well as nails, ears and grooming.  Dogs MUST permit evaluator to check collar, all 4 paws, ears and tail.  The dogs must be friendly and outgoing upon meeting the evaluator, willing to visit without being invasive and show impeccable manners.
     Pulling, lunging, jumping up (unruliness), shyness, aggressiveness, or resisting     

     examination is a failure.

2. PAPERWORK IS CHECKED FOR ACCURACY DURING SEPARATION:  At that time evaluator or helper will help by holding the dog.   The handler goes out of sight of dog.  The dog can be talked to and petted.  Handler can put dog on a sit, down or stand command if necessary.

     Whining, barking, pulling away from evaluator/helper is a failure.

3. CROWD WALKING:  Dog and handler must walk through various people standing around.  Some of the people will try visiting with the dog.  Dog/Handler teams must demonstrate that the dog can withstand the approach of several people at the same time and is willing to visit and to walk around a group of people. Children are a part of this crowd with arms folded.  Crowd will have walkers, crutches and a wheelchair.
Walking around and through a group of people should be done randomly.  Pulling on the leash, jumping up, shyness, not wanting to visit, showing aggressiveness, not walking on a loose leash are an automatic failure.

4.  GROUP SIT STAY: Each dog/handler team walks into place, appointed    

     by evaluator with dog in heel position with 8 feet between each team.  Dogs are in   

     sit/stay position.  Handlers step out to the end of their 6 foot leach and wait for 

     evaluator’s command to return to their dogs.  .
     Not staying place trying ot visit with another dog are reasons for failure.

5. GROUP DOWN STAY same as #4.

6. RECALL ON A 20 FOOT LEASH (supplied by evaluator):  Handler tells dog stay and walks 20’, evaluator instructs handler to call dog to him.  This is one of the most important obedience exercises for the dog to master.  If a dog does not come when called the dog is not obedient and cannot be trusted in public.

Dog must stay.  Dog Must come when called.

7. VISITING WITH A PATIENT: Dog should show willingness to visit a person and demonstrate that it can be made readily accessible for petting.  Small dogs can be placed on a person’s lap or held by handler.  The patient is in a wheelchair. A towel must be used for the dog on lap.  Handler supplies this.

     Shyness, aggressiveness, jumping up, not wanting to visit are failure.

8. TESTING OF REACTIONS TO UNUSUAL SITUATIONS:  Evaluator calls   

      out a simple heeling pattern:  dog on handlers left side, loose leash, walk a straight 

      line, sit, walk, down, walk with left turn, right turn and about turn.  There will be 

      people shuffling, coughing, moaning and talking loudly with medical equipment.  

      The people will want to visit.  Dog is required to visit. An item 

      like a clipboard will be dropped for the distraction.  A person might run through 

      the area. A vacuum might be used. These exercises show how a dog will react  

      under various circumstances which are day to day occurrences when the dog is out      

      in public or while visiting a facility.

            The dog must behave well in public using these exercises.

9. LEAVE IT #1 Dog/handler team meets a person using a walker.  The dog should approach the person and visit.  The person with the walker will offer a treat.  Handler must instruct the dog to leave it.  No leash correction, only voice.
           The dog must ignore the food.  The handler should explain to the patient why      

           the dog cannot eat a treat while visiting (i.e. dog has food allergies).

10. LEAVE IT #2 Dog/handler teams resume walking in a straight line with dog at 

      heel.  There will be a piece of food in the path of the dog. The dog must leave it.

      If the handler doesn’t see the food and consequently does not give a 

     command, handler is not scouting adequately.  Regardless, dog is not 

     permitted to pick up the food.  This exercise is a very important part of the 

     TDI test.  A dog who is food oriented will pick up food from the floor, the 

     food might be potentially harmful to the dog (pills etc).  Having a patient feed 

    a dog can also cause a potential problem. Some dogs are very grabby and 

    might injure the patient. Handler can use voice only for the leave it.  Dog is 

    never permitted to pick up the  food during evaluation or visits.

11. MEETING ANOTHER DOG  A demo dog is used with evaluator/helper and 

      walk past the team being evaluated, turn and ask the teams a question.  After a 

      brief  conversation the two part.

      Dog should not show any kind of negative reaction.  Handler should not 

      allow the dog to visit with the demo dog.

12. ENTERING THROUGH A DOOR TO VISIT AT THE FACILITY  The 

      dog/handler team enters a door to the facility.  The handler first has to put the dog 

      in a sit, stand or down STAY.  If there is no door available, an area simulating an 

      entrance will be marked (using two tables)  Another person should be able to go 

      through the entrance before the dog/handler team.

     This test shows the handler has control over the dog reinforcing that a 

     responsible handler will yield to others.

13. REACTION TO CHILDREN  This shows the dog will be able to work well around children.  The dog’s behavior around children must be evaluated during testing.  It is important that NO DIRECT CONTACT WITH CHILDREN.  Child is 10 feet from dog/handler team.  Children may run or play as a distraction.

Any negative reaction by the dog will result in failure.  Negative reaction = disobedience, aggression or avoidance (shyness).

ONCE YOU’VE READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL OF  THE ABOVE AND BELIEVE YOUR DOG IS TRULY READY TO PASS SUCH A TEST THEN…………

Make an appointment to have your dog evaluated: CAT at TIMBERCREEK@FUSE.NET                                                                  

FYI any dog NOT passing must wait 6 months to be evaluated by any TDI evaluator.

The TDI office will have this information on file.

03.18
THIS FORM MUST BE FILLED OUT         Evaluators Use:TDI__ CGC__
COMPLETELY AND LEGIBLY                          Dog #______

 PRIOR TO EVALUATION.                                               Paid________

                                                                                                                     Pass______ Fail_____                                                                                                  

Registration for Therapy Dogs International Evaluation

Person Handling Dog:_________________________________________

  Full Address________________________________________________

                       ________________________________________________

Email_______________________________________________

Phones______________________________________________________

Dog’s CALL Name__________________Dog’s Age____Breed_________

How much formal training has this dog had?

 None____1-2 obedience classes___  3-4 obedience classes___ Obedience titles_____

Proof of RABIES (Tag)____   Proof of COUNTY LICENSE (Tag)____

By accepting the Therapy Dogs International papers I agree to be a responsible dog owner.

Initial each of the three after reading/agreeing.

___I will be responsible for my dog’s health needs.  These include:

    *routine veterinary care including check-ups, adequate nutrition, clean water, grooming

___I will be responsible for my dog’s safety.

   *I will properly control my dog by providing fencing, not letting my dog run loose and use a   

     leash in public. I will ensure that my dog has some form of I.D. (tags, tattoos, or chip)      

___I will be responsible for my dog’s quality of life.

   *So that my dog will be welcomed in our neighborhood.  I will make sure that my dog never 

     infringes on the right of others (by barking, running loose, etc)

   *I understand that basic training is beneficial to all dogs.

    *I understand that owning a dog is a commitment in time and caring.

I understand that I am solely responsible for the actions of myself and my dog(s) prior, during, and after the TDI evaluation while on the premises where the Evaluation is being held (including parking areas).  I agree to hold TDI officers/directors/evaluators/assistants and the facility where the test occurs harmless for any actions of myself or my dog(s) while on the premises. TDI insurance will not be in effect at the testing site.  TDI insurance is only in effect after a team passed and registered with TDI.

I have read the above statement and acknowledge that I understand and agree to this statement.

SIGNED:                                                                                               DATE:

4.2018
